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Do in vitro babies need American donors to qualify for U.S. citizenship?
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There’s little doubt that technology is shaping how we live our lives, but is it also changing who is eligible for U.S. citizenship? In fact, it may be. Consider the

case of Ellie Lavi, an American citizen who turned to in vitro fertilization to become pregnant. She gave birth to twins while living outside the United States.

When she sought to obtain citizenship for her daughters, she discovered it wasn’t so easy.

In general, children born to or adopted by an American while overseas automatically acquire citizenship, according to federal immigration officials.

But in Lava’s case, her decision to use in vitro complicated matters.  U.S. Embassy officials in Tel Aviv informed Lavi that in order for her daughters to receive

citizenship, she needed to prove that the egg or the sperm used to create the embryos came from a U.S. citizen, according to USA Today.

That’s not always so easy to prove. Clinics may not keep records of donors' citizenship status, making it nearly impossible to establish a biological link to an

American citizen.

But Lavi’s case also raises a thorny issue in immigration law: Are all children of Americans born abroad entitled to citizenship?  The answer is complex and has

changed over time. For example, the gender of a parent plays a key role.  In 2001, the U.S. Supreme Court was asked whether it was OK to require an unwed

father to meet a higher set of standards than an unwed mother in cases in which a single parent wanted to impart citizenship to a child born overseas. The case

involved whether a child born in Vietnam to a U.S. father and a Vietnamese mother who were not married was a U.S. citizen.  The high court found it was not

unconstitutional to require different standards.

It will be interesting to see if the rules are challenged in court. Stay tuned.

ALSO:

The private lives of California's judges

Soldier accused in Afghan killings did not mention children  

CSU enrollment freeze: Tell us what you think

--Sandra Hernandez

Photo: An egg is shown as it is prepared for fertilization. Credit: Béatrice de Géa / Los Angeles Times

OPINION

Do in vitro babies need American donors to qualify for U.S. citizenship? ... http://opinion.latimes.com/opinionla/2012/03/in-vitro-.html

1 of 2 3/21/2012 2:25 PM



FROM AROUND THE WEB

 

Comments (1)

Amelia Earhart: The search
begins anew

Bitter court battle: Sugar vs.
corn syrup

Simers: Dodgers fans won't like
the truth

Photos: DIY craftsmen build a
Craftsman

Trayvon Martin was using
cellphone, attorney says

In Case You Missed It...

Terms of Service | Privacy Policy, Updated 10/19/11 | Los Angeles Times, 202 West 1st Street, Los Angeles, California, 90012 | Copyright 2012

A Tribune Web site

[what's this]

What To Do With An Empty Toothpaste Tube |

Recyclebank

Remembering the Horrors of Auschwitz |

Smithsonian.com

Virtual Addiction: Are You a Good Role Model
for Your Child? | Safetyweb Blog | Help Protect Your

Child's Online Reputation From Damage | Safetyweb

Should a Nine-Year-Old Boy Be Circumcised
Against His Wishes? | Reader's Digest

4 risky places to swipe your debit card |

Bankrate.com

MORE FROM THE TIMES

Sports Illustrated bikini model Kate Upton
sparks a debate

LAFD stops providing medical response
updates

Red meat: What makes it unhealthy?

Dick Cheney cancels trip to Canada, saying it's
too dangerous

New iPad giving users a warm feeling — and
not in a good way

Facebook social plugin

CommentPosting as Yasemin Elmas (Change)

Add a comment...

Post to Facebook 

Nestor Romero ·  Top Commenter

why the people get a headache with that stupid question, ask the mexican women for advice , cross over the
rio bravo and labor you child in San Diego or Los Angeles where Mr. villaraigoza will get a new future vote.
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